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application system. Fortunately the SBJR
is now part of the Northern Territory's 4x4
tourism trails network; hopefully this will
ensure continued access.

Heading south we were greeted by
spectacular ranges both sides of the
track. Our next stop was at the remains

of Tietken's blazed tree, a bloodwood on
which in 1889 he blazed T over 5.89.
Nowadays the blaze is almost
indecipherable and the tree has died

and fallen over. The trunk, however, has
been rescued and placed up on large
concrete bricks in an endeavour to keep
the termites at bay. It was 4.30 pm local
time; by now
we had given
up on trying to
avoid jet lag, so
we set up camp
in a tranquil
gum lined creek with Mt Leisler as our
backdrop. This would have to be one

of the most picturesque camps of my
desert travels over the years, it was just
superb. Dragging ourselves away from
this magic camp site in the morning, our
first stop was another Beadell marker as
we crossed the Tropic of Capricorn. Soon
after that we stopped at another, 200 mile
rock. It's a very large rock that marked the
point that was exactly 200 miles by road
from the Gunbarrel Hwy to the south.

It even had a flat surface on which 200
miles was painted. Most odd when you
consider that there aren’t any other rocks
in the vicinity, let alone finding one with a
flat surface facing the road.
What people don't realise is that Beadell
and his crew, practical jokers at heart,
found the rock elsewhere, chained it to
the bulldozer blade and carted it miles to
this spot. It was then carefully positioned
with the flat spot facing the track, They
wanted people to think the position of
the 200 mile rock marker was a fluke
— buggers. Soon another tree plaque
had us stopping, then another and then
another.

“This would have to be one of the Beadell had
most picturesque camps of my
desert travels over the years™. with his hammer

a field day
along the SBJR

and punches; he

must have kept them
in an ice bucket because they would have
been red hot from overuse. He often said
the SBJR was the prettiest road his team
ever made; his enthusiasm was certainly
reflected in the number of plaques he
installed along the route. Few people
would argue with Beadell’s sentiments.
We found ourselves stopping regularly
to take it all in and to take photos of
the majestic stands of desert oak and
numerous ranges and peaks guarding
us oN our journey
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southward. The
SBJR has enough
bends, dips,

twists and turns to
compensate for the
lack of them on all
of Beadell's other
roads. Len usually
liked all of his roads
straight; “to keep
the countryside
tidy” he would say.
Beadell and his
men would have

A A terrific camp

a backdrop.

with Mt Leisler as
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known every inch of the SBJR, every
turn, tree, spinifex clump and grain of
sand. Why?

Back in November 1960 they had pushed
a new road west as far as the Jupiter Wel|
area, when the grader suffered major
mechanical failure. Soon after that the
ration truck caught fire, leaving them
without fresh food and nothing to tow
the fridge trailer. Because it was almost
time to shut down and return to base
before the severe summer temperatures
made working out there impossible, they
decided on using the dozer to tow the
grader back to Giles.

4 Beadell's relocated 200 mile rock.

operation would have to have been one
of the most unusual in history.
Anyway back to our trip. Once we entered
avast section of gravelly country, the
road deteriorated to a horrible corrugated
mess. We tried various methods to
counter the constant corros: speeding up,
slowing down, reducing tyre pressures
or taking side tracks, all to no avail. Upon
entering the sand ridge country, track
conditions improved and we were again
being serenaded by vast desert oak
groves, mulga and black gidgee flats.
The views at almost every turm were

just sensational.

“The procession proceeded at the Because of our
alarming rate of 3kph (and) it took them ©n9oing problems

a month to cover the 800k

Behind the grader they had the
fridge van and then the water
tanker trailer. The procession
proceeded at the alarming
speed of 3 kph and it took them
a month to cover the 800 kms to
Giles. Because the dozer wasn't
meant to be walked, they needed
to grease the rollers every two
hours of the whole trip. Now
that's a lot of grease! I'm sure no
one could argue that this towing

A slow drive down the v
Sir Frederick Range.

handling the jet

ms to Giles.” |,; e had two




morning tea breaks, both in picturesque
desert oak groves. One desert oak was
huge. It was a massive tree that had
escaped the ravages of time and provided
Beadell with a place to fix another of his
plaques and us with a superb

morning tea spot.

Approaching the Sir Frederick Range, the
country opened up somewhat. The turn
off to the range is marked by yet another
Beadell marker. Thankfully Len and

his men decided that the range would
provide travellers with superb views so
they pushed a 3 km track along the ridge

- a hidden desert gem.

One of the many desert oak v
groves and another Beadell
marker.

lines all the way to the top.
The track was very rocky,
although the boulders were
round and smooth; they got
larger the closer we got to the
top. We drove up slowly in 2nd low and
admired the view over the treeless range.
You could readily pick out animal trails
on the sides of the sparsely vegetated hill
sides. Once at the top we had 360° views
to the horizon. Adjectives failed me here;
it was just bloody fantastic.

There is a huge cairn made of boulders at
the top and a small metal box that houses
a visitor's book. One thing about these tin

84 wWestern 4W Driver *80

box visitors’ books, they thankfully give
the ‘l was here’ brigade a chance to say
that in a non graffiti way. Incidentally the
Sir Frederick Range was named by that
most intrepid of explorers, Frank Hann,
in August 1904 after Sir Frederick George
Denham Bedford, the then Governor of
WA. Fortunately for us it was lunch time
for our WA stomachs, so out with the
tucker and just sit back, admire the views
and take it all in. What a fantastic place to
have lunch!

On our way down we used 1st low; in
2nd low the vehicle ran away from us.
Although it was a difficult climb up and
back down, it's straight forward if you use
the right gears and don't rush it.

Our round trip took 90 mins including a
lunch break. Without doubt this side trip
is a must do for anyone driving the SBJR.
When Beadell suggested to his team that
a track to the top of Sir Frederick Range
would be a worthy exercise, his dozer

4x4
Equip”

4x4 Accessorles & Camping Gear

driver Doug Stoneham and grader driver
Scotty Boord both reckoned the other’s
machine wouldn’t make it to the top.

So the challenge was on. The result; the
dozer made it up easily and the grader,
because its rubber tyres couldn’t get any
traction, had to turn back half way up.
Once back on the main track and heading
south, we were now being spoilt yet
again when the groves of desert oaks
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and vistas of distant ranges continued
for kilometre after kilometre; real picture
postcard stuff. Turkey Bore is located in
a picturesque flat surrounded by desert
oaks. The hand pump enabled us to top
up our water supply; we then set up camp
a few kms away. After another magic
night serenaded by a light breeze through
the desert oaks, we reluctantly headed
off in the morning. Our next goal was the
Bungabiddy (also known as Pangkupirri)
Rockholes, Taking an easy to negotiate
side track, we drove to the rockholes in
the picturesque Walter James Range,
another Hann named feature. Walter
Hartwell James was WA's Premier. It's
a picturesque walk up the valley to the
rockholes; at the main rockhole some
faint aboriginal art was spotted nearby.
Judging by the water weed growing in
them the three pools seem permanent.
Back at the parking spot, our intrepid
bunch decided to celebrate the occasion
by percolating some espresso. I'm a firm
believer in not forgoing all luxuries in the
bush. A fire was quickly lit in one of the
old campfire spots; the percolator set up
and soon the aroma of freshly brewed
espresso filled the area. Just fantastic;
I can still smell that brew.Once we saw
Schwerin Mural Crescent on the
harizon, we knew we had almost finished
our drive down the SBJR. This drive
would have to be the prettiest track | have

al emphasis on tyres,
shocks, spring:
batteries E._n

along Access permits are required.
Contact the Dept of | %nonacm mm:
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ever had the privilege to travel in all my
years of 4W driving. It was just superb,
you never knew what was going to show
up around the next corner and best of all
we had it all to ccam_swm.
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